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Like a growing number of Americans, you may be leaning toward cremation as your end-
of-life choice. But that may also be many years down the road. So why should you bother 
thinking about or consider paying for cremation today?

Well, more and more young and healthy people are considering the option of pre-funding 
their cremation or paying now for a cremation for a family member. We’ve seen an 
increase in those approaching their end-of-life plan in much the same way as planning for 
retirement or estate planning. You can look at making end-of-life arrangements in much 
the same way.

There are five solid reasons for doing so:

1. A Farewell Gift 
Taking care of your arrangements ahead of time will become the final — and most gracious 
— gift you give to your family. There is no need for your loved ones to worry about planning 
or paying for your final arrangements, since those details were taken care of well before 
you passed. Imagine being able to lift a huge burden off those you hold most dear. By pre-
funding your cremation arrangements now, you can bring comfort and relief to your family 
and friends during a time when they are experiencing grief over your passing.

You will ease their stress, allowing your loved ones to better celebrate your life. They will not 
be left wondering — or arguing — about what each of them thinks you would have wanted.

2. Lock In Pricing
When you pay for your cremation services, or for those of a spouse or loved one, those 
prices are locked in, with no additional funds being due at the time of the cremation — 
even if you thrive for several more decades! You won’t — and your family won’t — owe any 
more money toward your cremation arrangements. The services you arranged and paid 
for will be provided (or as comparable a service as exists at that time). At the time of your 
passing, neither your estate nor your family members will need to come up with the costs 
for cremation services.

Cost is already a concern for many families dealing with a loss, whether it’s expected or a 
surprise. The price for cremation services is surely going to rise as time passes. By going 
with a prepayment option, you can also arrange to pay all at once or set up a convenient 
payment plan that fits your personal situation.



3. Portable Arrangements
Cremation arrangements are portable, meaning you can move them to another funeral 
home or crematorium down the road if you choose. You may decide to move away from 
the area and want to transfer these arrangements to a funeral home close to your new 
home. Additionally, if your change your mind about some of the specific arrangements 
made, you can update those at anytime during your lifetime. 

4. Your Wishes Remain Intact
Once your cremation arrangements are made and paid for, they cannot be changed after 
you’ve died. (However, you can always update your wishes and arrangements during your 
lifetime.) Your family cannot alter your cremation plan after you have passed, unless this 
is stipulated in your arrangements.

5. Not All Decisions Need to Made Today 
There are so many ways to memorialize a loved one after they have passed, including 
many options as to what happens with cremated remains. Remains have been used to 
make jewelry, art, placed into vinyl records, scattered at sea or even shot into space. You 
do not have to buy an urn now. You can choose one later, or your family can purchase one 
or more containers after you pass. 

You can certainly add to your wishes as to how your remains are to be provided to your 
family, and what you would like to happen with your remains. Again, locking in your 
pricing now does not mean you can’t change your mind about specific details later.

Next Steps 
Now that you understand more about how pre-funding a cremation can benefit you and 
you family, you may be ready to learn more about becoming a member of the Cremation 
Society of New Hampshire. Visit this link https://csnh.com/planahead where you can 
begin the process of becoming a member, funding your cremation, or taking these steps 
on behalf of a loved one. 
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